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Reading 
The Butterfly Lion 

1. Who is the main character in this part of the story? 

Bertie 
2. The story tells us Bertie ‘charged’ to the waterhole to help the lion cub.  What does this 

tell you about his character? 

He is brave, selfless 
3. Hyenas can be very dangerous animals.  Do you think Bertie’s mum knows how 

dangerous they can be? 

Yes as she is running and carrying a gun. 
4. Why do you think she is running in her nightgown? 

It is early morning and the noise got her out of bed. 
5. Who do you think she wants to save?  Why? 

Bertie 
6. Who fires the shot that finally scares the hyenas away? 

Bertie’s mum 
7. Where do you think this story is set?  What clues tell you? 

Possibly South Africa because of the watering holes, the zebras drinking, lion cub and 
hyenas hunting. 
8. Why do the hyenas run off into the long grass? 

Long grass will hide them. 
9. How do we know the lion cub was very muddy 

Black with mud, mud matted 
10. Why do you think the lion cub is not very strong? 

Abandoned, not fed, too young to hunt for himself. 
11. Why do you think they gave the lion cub warm milk and not cold milk? 

He would feed on warm milk from his mother. 
12. What do you think would have happened to the lion cub if Bertie hadn’t run to help 

him? 

He would have been killed by the hyenas. 
13. What would you have done if you were Bertie?  Explain your answer. 

(Individual responses) 
14. What phrase tells us that the sound of the gun shot was loud and travelled far? 

‘the shot rang out’ 
15. Why do you think Bertie speaks ‘happily’ or ‘triumphantly’ to his mother? 

As he was right about it being a white lion. 
 

 

 

 



 


